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Our very own Smita Rane will present a program about the saree with a 
focus on Indian Culture! 

Everyone is invited...there will be beautiful sarees on display, Smita will 
show us how to wrap a sari, and we will discuss sarees as part of the 
timeless cultural traditions of India. We will have some Indian finger 
foods to sample. 
If you've ever worn a saree or ever wondered about them, please join us. 
We'll have time to mix and mingle as well as explore. 

Park and enter in the back of the building. Finger foods to share are 
welcomed.

WHEN:  Sunday, April 19th 
TIME:     2:00-4:00 pm 
WHERE: Jowonio School 
                3049 East Genesee St                                               
	 	 Syracuse, NY

WTB PROGRAM MEETING

SAREES - 6 YARDS OF TIMELESS TRADITION

https://maps.app.goo.gl/VXbD1SRq6hWgxErw6
http://wtb.org


April Schmai 
Pomegranate Grill & Deli 
2727 James St.  Syracuse 

Thursday, April 23  
12:30 pm

A new restaurant in the old Sinbad space that serves 
Syrian, Lebanese, and Turkish dishes along with 
American deli items. Some off street parking behind 
restaurant. We each order off the menu — come and 
bring a friend!

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Z8Ss1miJjQB6f29h7


Wishing all our Jewish  
friends a blessed 

PASSOVER.



The holiday of Pesach, or Passover, falls on the Hebrew 
calendar dates of Nissan 15-22. Pesach 2026 (Passover) 
begins before sundown on Wednesday April 1, 2026, and 
ends after nightfall on April 9, 2026. 

The first day (and night) of Passover is generally 
considered the most important as it features the Seder, 
retelling the Exodus story and eating matzah. However, 
the seventh day is also highly significant, as it 
commemorates the splitting of the Red Sea. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Seder&client=safari&hs=KrG&sca_esv=aebc27e24e1d4d26&sxsrf=ANbL-n5C04SPQIJVEu9XvMFvPQ8ZpxfpAg%3A1774703876062&source=hp&ei=BNXHaezrAfS2wN4Po8yWkAE&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacfjFONgSzx39IPwlcQRS8Nn4TF8r-on&oq=passover&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IghwYXNzb3ZlcioCCAEyChAjGIAEGCcYigUyEBAAGIAEGLEDGIMBGBQYhwIyEBAAGIAEGLEDGIMBGBQYhwIyCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBMgsQABiABBixAxiDATILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEyCxAAGIAEGLEDGIMBMgsQABiABBixAxiDATILEAAYgAQYsQMYgwEyDhAAGIAEGLEDGIMBGIoFSJkuUABY5x1wAHgAkAEAmAFpoAG9BaoBAzcuMbgBAcgBAPgBAZgCCKAC6AXCAgoQABiABBhDGIoFwgIEECMYJ8ICEBAAGIAEGLEDGEMYgwEYigXCAg4QLhiABBjHARiOBRivAcICCBAAGIAEGLEDmAMAkgcDNi4yoAeGPLIHAzYuMrgH6AXCBwUwLjIuNsgHGYAIAA&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwik3aGj18KTAxVW48kDHTqBNVIQgK4QegYIAQgAEAQ


Spring is on the horizon, and it’s time for that perennial 
question: When is Easter? Much like the Easter Bunny, this 
holiday hops around. But it’s always on a Sunday 
somewhere from March 22 to April 25. This year, the 
holiday is on the early side—April 5.

Easter Sunday is considered one of the most important 
Christian holidays, celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
In the United States, it is commonly observed by attending 
church services, joining Easter egg hunts, and sharing meals 
with family and friends.

https://www.countryliving.com/life/a41715/easter-bunny-origins/


January 12     Lady Tan's Circle of Women by Lisa See 

February 9     Prophet Song by Paul Lynch 

March 9         Dreams of Freedom by Marilyn Higgins 

April 13          The Lion Women of Tehran by Marjan Kamali 

May 11           Mater 2-10 by Hwang Sok-yong  

June 8           The World We Found by Thrity Umrigar 

July 13           Feeding Ghosts by Tessa Hulls 
 	 	 	 (we may need copies) 

August 10      The Long Loneliness: The Autobiography of 	 	
	 	 	 Dorothy Day 

Sept 14           An African History of Africa: From the Dawn of 
Humanity to Independence by Zeinab Badawi read the first half 

October 12     continue reading the September book 

November 9   Let Only Red Flowers Bloom by Emily Feng 

WTB BOOK CLUB

The WTB book club is an egalitarian community of 
women from many faith and cultural 
traditions. We seek to nurture mutual respect and 
understanding by reading about diverse 
beliefs, customs, and practices. We choose books - 
fiction, non-fiction, and memoir - that 
reflect diversity of faith and culture, either internationally 
or within our own country. 

Whenever possible, we prefer to choose books 
written by women or featuring female 
characters. If you would like to join the book club 
either in person or on Zoom, please call or 
text Jennifer at 315-345-9217



WTB Book Club 

Monday, April 13 
7-9 pm via zoom

The Lion Women of Tehran (2024) by Marjan Kamali is a 
historical fiction novel spanning three decades from 1950s 
Iran to the 1979 Revolution and beyond. It follows the intense, 
complicated friendship between Ellie and Homa, two girls 
from different social classes navigating political turmoil, 
intense social changes, and a devastating betrayal.

Monday, May 11 
7-9 pm via zoom

Centered on three generations of a family of rail workers 
and a laid-off factory worker staging a high-altitude sit-
in, MATER 2-10 vividly depicts the lives of ordinary 
working Koreans, starting from the Japanese colonial 
era, continuing through Liberation, and right up to the 
twenty-first century.

Mater 2–10 by Hwang Sok-yong

https://www.google.com/search?q=Marjan+Kamali&client=safari&hs=bXbp&sca_esv=a02f3e9b87f4a5a7&sxsrf=ANbL-n4urWRQP5sm2BG2Qh57LJUlB5O_Yw%3A1774707521129&source=hp&ei=QePHaYXfBcO4wN4Pzs3FoQc&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAacfxUec3f7wfykigQCcPGYwNPLqPpTPD&gs_ssp=eJzj4tVP1zc0LMtIN4jPMrIwYPTSLMlIVcjJzM9TKM_PTc1TyE9TKEnNKErMU0iqVMhNLMoCsrITcxNzMgEiQhOe&oq=The%C2%A0&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IgVUaGXCoCoCCAAyChAuGIAEGCcYigUyChAuGIAEGCcYigUyBBAjGCcyChAuGIAEGCcYigUyChAuGIAEGEMYigUyChAAGIAEGEMYigUyChAAGIAEGEMYigUyDhAuGIAEGMcBGI4FGK8BMgoQLhiABBhDGIoFMg4QLhiABBixAxiDARiKBUiqGlAAWJcEcAB4AJABAJgBhQGgAdADqgEDMC40uAEByAEA-AEBmAIEoAL2A8ICExAuGIAEGMcBGCcYigUYjgUYrwHCAgoQIxiABBgnGIoFwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwGYAwCSBwMwLjSgB8tpsgcDMC40uAf2A8IHBTItMy4xyAcagAgA&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=2ahUKEwi23a3j5MKTAxVSGtAFHWKZBBYQgK4QegYIAQgAEAM


WTB Book Club met March 9 to discuss "Dreams of 
Freedom" by local author Marilyn Higgins. We were honored 
to have Ms. Higgins join our book club discussion. Her novel 
is set along the Erie Canal in the years leading up to the Civil 
War. New York was the center of trade and growth, home to 
religious cults and sects, and involved in the abolitionist 
movement. If you are interested in learning more about the 
rich history of our area, follow the journey of Irish immigrant 
heroine Aileen O'Malley as she searches for her lost siblings! 
Inspired by Ms. Higgins' insights and her novel, WTB is 
hoping to organize a trip to Auburn to visit the Seward House 
and Harriet Tubman cites later this year. More info to follow!





REFUGEE 
SEWING

A new sewing class began on March 5 with eight students. 
They are from Rwanda, Iraq, Burma, and Afghanistan. They 
are a lovely group. This class overlaps with Ramadan and 
Eid al Fitr, so the students have been doubly busy. The 
teachers were even invited to attend an end of Ramadan 
celebration at the Northeast Community Center where we 
were enthusiastically greeted by former and current students. 
We were fed mountains of delicious foods and enjoyed 
meeting old friends and new.  
Please feel free to come visit us someday. This class will end 
on May 7, then the next class won't begin until September. 
Call me, Jennifer, at 315-345-9217.

We finished up a session of our refugee sewing classes today. I will miss these 
fabulous students! Eight volunteer teachers and eight terrific students.





Would you be interested in getting more involved in WTB leadership 
next year? We would absolutely welcome your participation!! Women 
Transcending Boundaries is a 501(C3) charitable organization led by a 
Council of about a dozen women--Council meets once a month via 
Zoom. We have several openings on Council for next year.   

Please consider taking a role in shaping the future of WTB! We look 
forward to getting to know you better and  appreciate the ideas and 
talents you would bring to the organization!! 

For further information, email wtbcny@gmail.com; we will contact you. 
Alternatively, you can email Barb Bova babova@aol.com or President 
Lorraine Markley lgmbeads@verizon.net directly. Please consider 
taking a role in shaping the future of WTB! We look forward to getting 
to know you better and appreciate your ideas and talents!! 

mailto:wtbcny@gmail.com
mailto:babova@aol.com
mailto:lgmbeads@verizon.net


Women Transcending 
Boundaries 

MEMBERSHIP
Please consider renewing your membership! 
Dues are $25.00 per year.  Although not 
mandatory for membership, dues are most 
important.  Programs, business expenses, 
scholarships and more are funded with dues and 
fundraising. 

We hope you will become an official member—
just fill out the form below and bring it to a 
meeting, mail it to the address on the form, or 
email to wtbcny@gmail.com. 



 

 

       Women Transcending Boundaries, Inc. 
                            A Metro Syracuse Women’s Group Founded After 9/11/01 

P.O. Box 6847, Syracuse, NY 13217 

www.wtb.org 
  

0B2025–2026 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
[for the program year July 1, 2025, through June 30, 2026] 

Name: __________________________________________________________  Today’s Date: _______________ 

       ___ I am a NEW MEMBER. [Please fill in all the information below.] 
       ___ I am a RENEWING MEMBER. [Please tell us only what has changed.] 

Street Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (home) ______________________ (work) ______________________ (cell) _________________________ 

E-mail: _______________________________________ Occupation: _____________________________________ 

Faith Tradition (optional): _______________________ Native Country (optional) : __________________________ 

Do you have special skill sets that you would like to share with WTB, such as writing, accounting, public 
relations/advertising, social media, or any other areas of expertise? ________________________________________ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
Dues & Donations: 

 Dues ($25 per year) $ ________ 

 Note: Dues are WTB’s main source of revenue. They are appreciated 
but not required except for Council, Advisory Board, or Standing 
Committee members. 

 ___ I am a Council, Advisory Board, or Standing Committee member 
  and, as such, am required to pay dues. 

 Donation  � $25   � $50   � $75   � $100   � Other _____ $ ________ 

Your additional donation will help fund WTB projects, activities and 
scholarship awards as well as dues for those who cannot afford to pay. 
Thank you!  

 Total paid on _____/_____/_____ by cash � or by check � $ ________ 

Women Transcending Boundaries, Inc. is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) 
charitable corporation. All dues and donations are tax deductible. 

Please submit this completed form at any WTB meeting or by mail to the address at the top of this form. 

WTB Mission Statement: We are an egalitarian community of women coming together to 
respect and learn more about each other’s various spiritual beliefs, cultures, and common concerns. 

It is our intent to share our experiences with the wider community, to educate, and to serve.  
 3/3/2025 


