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We are sensitive to people’s busy schedules
especially at this time of year,
so we will combine November and December Meetings.

Next
Monthly Meeting
at Jowonio School
Sunday, December 12
3:00 - 5:00
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(Details to follow)

November President’s Corner
Dear Members and Friends of WTB,
It’s November – and a me for Thanksgiving.
As president of WTB, I am part of InterFaith Works’ Round Table of Faith Leaders. On October 19th members of
the Round Table made a pilgrimage to the Ska Nonah—Great Law of Peace Center to “deepen our
understanding” of the spiritual tradi ons of the Haudenosaunee People. That day was transforma ve for me.
If you have not yet visited the Ska Nonah Great Law of Peace Center, please make it a priority. The exhibits are
comprehensive and interac ve; I believe you will learn a great deal and leave with a deep respect for the culture
and people of the Onondaga Na on on whose ancestral lands we live.
The rst thing shared with us that morning was the Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address – Gree ngs to the
Natural World – which is not just for one day a year but begins all gatherings. One by one the leader expresses
thanks to all part of nature – The People, The Earth Mother, The Waters, The Fish, The Plants, The Food Plants,
The Medicine Plants, The Animals, The Trees, The Birds, The Four Winds, The Sun, Grandfather Moon, The Stars,
The Creator…and a er each expression of thanks and acknowledgement that element’s role and gi s… the
people say “Now our minds are one.”
I hope that each of us will carry that deep Thanksgiving truth in our hearts this season – that each of us has our
part to play in harmony with all the other beings living and non-living that share this planet. My prayer is that we
each nd ways of building rela onships of trust and respect across our di erences – for however we worship or
whatever our culture, we are all part of this sacred Crea on. “Now our minds are one.”
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Barb Bova

Thanksgiving Circle of Peace and Hope
Thursday, November 25, 10-11 am
Willow Bay Picnic Area, Northside of Onondaga Lake
On Thanksgiving morning, Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation gather with
Onondaga people each year on the shores of Onondaga Lake to express thanks for
the goodness of the Earth and to each other for our ongoing friendship, working
side-by-side in peace and hope for healing, justice, and environmental restoration.
You are invited to join us.
Some years it's relatively warm, other years snowy and frigid. Please dress for the
weather.
Please wear a mask and be prepared for safe practices to protect one another and
our community during the ongoing COVID Pandemic.
Questions, contact Andy Mager andy.mager@gmail.com

BOOK CLUB
The Cellist of Sarajevo
Monday, November 8
7:00 - 9:00 pm
Via Zoom

The Cellist of Sarajevo by Steven Galloway
This brilliant novel with universal resonance, set during the 1990s
Siege of Sarajevo, tells the story of three people trying to survive
in a city rife with the extreme fear of desperate times, and of the
sorrowing cellist who plays undaunted in their midst.
One day a shell lands in a bread line and kills twenty-two people
as the cellist watches from a window in his flat. He vows to sit in
the hollow where the mortar fell and play Albinoni’s Adagio once
a day for each of the twenty-two victims. Goodreads

Our book club continues to meet via Zoom generally on the second Monday of the month,
from 7:00 to 9:00 pm. We select books that shed insight into social issues and the impact of
faith in our world today. Until further notice, our meetings are led in Zoom. If you would
like to join the book club either in person or on Zoom, please call or text Jennifer at
315-345-9217
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December 13 – Heart Berries: a Memoir by Terese Marie Mailhot

Another fall by Ali Malekzadeh (a friend of Sue Savion’s)
Leaves turning and changing color, it is fall.
Some, though, cling stubbornly, but will fall.
Cycles of Life, reassuringly, continue, as they must.
Beautiful flowers will, someday, grow from our dust.
The circle has no beginning, the old sun tries,
There will be rainy days and cloudy skies.
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Cold wind and snow will be the norm.
There will be showers and some storm.
Nature tests our resolves again.
But we will endure it and sustain.
Occasional sunny days are such treasure.
They give us warmth and much pleasure.
Cozy wood burning fireplace and dancing flame.
Enchant us and put our minds in a happy frame.
Wins and rain work together in harmony,
And create a wonderful, rhythmic symphony.
Thunder and lightening join in soon.
You’ll know it is October, not June.
Lovers join in a warm and tender embrace.
Such a lovely sight full of passion and grace.
Winter, too, will be here before long,
Let’s band together and sing that song.
In our hearts nothing but forever springs.
Love does miracles and wondrous things.
Heart filled with passion, desire and fire.
You can take the cold and the world entire.
Enjoy the nature’s beautiful gift.
Give your spirit that needed lift.
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NOVEMBER SHMAI
THE SECRET GARDEN
Wednesday, November 17th
Time: 6 – 8 pm
Place: Secret Garden
2731 Erie Blvd East, Syracuse, NY 13224
(315) 449-3333
Korean and Japanese Cuisine; Wednesday is a “Half Off
Sushi” day;
Menu has a wide variety of Japanese and Korean dishes.
Prices vary depending upon whether you get an entrée or
appetizer/soup/salad.
We have had Schmais here in the past and done some
sharing of dishes!

Schmais during January, February, and March will b
LUNCHEON schmais
Contact Cindy Rahrle crahrle@gmail.com with restaurant suggestions
We try and go to locally owned, ethnic eateries with affordable prices.
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October 12th Schmai at Thai Village of Liverpool

Afghan Voices in Syracuse” Panel Raises Timely Issue
WTB’s “Afghan Voices” program took place Oct 17th at Jowonio School and via Zoom. We are grateful
to our panelists, those who put the meeting together, and everyone who participated in person and
virtually.
Panelist Maliha Alikhel and her daughter Nazo explained how the family fled Afghanistan to Pakistan
in the dead of night after her husband, an Afghan soldier, was killed by the Taliban. Two years later
Maliha and her nine children aged 2-16 years came to Syracuse as refugees. Mother and daughter
shared their fears for their family members still living in Afghanistan now that the Taliban has come to
power. When asked the way we can best help Afghan families newly arriving in Syracuse, Maliha
responded simply “go talk with them.” Panelist Karen Alimi spoke of her experiences in the 1970s
when she traveled to Afghanistan to marry; she lived there for two years before returning with her
husband to live in Syracuse. A Jewish woman married to a Muslim man, she shared some challenges
and rewards of raising her family in both traditions and cultures. Panelist Daryl Files of InterFaith
Works of CNY spoke about the unique situation of Afghan families who fled the country after the US
withdrawal. The program supporting their resettlement is not yet fully funded or in place. As many as
248 Afghans of 53,000 currently being housed at US Military bases are expected to be resettled in
Syracuse.
How can we help? Financial support is definitely needed. The IFW website https://
www.interfaithworkscny.org/support-refugees/ has a link for monetary donations and other ways to
help with resettling over 800 newcomers in the next 12 months. As apartments are furnished, there
may be opportunities to donate furniture, TVs, and household items. IFW is currently accepting only
winter coats and children’s clothing up to size 5 in pristine condition. IWF is especially looking for
“Ambassadorships” …groups of 5-10 people who will make a 6-month commitment to build
relationships with an arriving family and help them settle in and feel comfortable.

At our Oct 17th meeting both Daryl Files and Sue Savion made us aware that
the Joan Rothenberg Family Foundation has pledged to match up to $25,000
donated to the Afghan family relocation effort at InterFaith Works of CNY. In
response, some anonymous donors contacted me about contributing to this fund
though Women Transcending Boundaries. To date $1120 dollars has been
pledged. If you would like to contribute to this matching fund through WTB
just send a check made out to Women Transcending Boundaries with 'Afghan
fund' in the memo line and mail to WTB, PO Box 6847, Syracuse, NY 13217.
All donations will be matched by the Joan Rothenberg Family Foundation and
are tax deductible.
‘~~ Barb Bova 315 415-2797

REFUGEE
SEWING:

We are going to restart sewing classes at the North Side Learning Center, 501 Park Street.
Our first class will be on Thursday, November 4 at 12:15. We do not expect a full class, but we
hope that starting will make us visible to parents dropping off children, and they will then sign
up or at least spread the word. We will add students until we have eight, and then call that class
one. Early starting students will thus have bonus classes.
I have photo copies of the vaccination cards of every teacher, and we will require every
student to show a vaccination card.
Visitors (vaccinated, of course) are always welcome. The building is locked, so if you don't
arrive at 12:15 when the doors are open, call my cell and I will run up and let you in.
Jennifer 315-345-9217

TAPESTRY GARDEN
Way back in 2009, several
women from WTB collaborated
with other community groups to
reclaim a vacant lot on the north
side of Syracuse. The purpose
was to create a community
garden which would meet the
needs of families of the New
Americans who were primarily
from agrarian areas. Each
family was offered a small plot
of land where they could grow
vegetables of their choice,
hopefully easing their transition
to this strange new country! And
so, the Tapestry Garden on
Isabella St. was born. The
community of people who work
the garden have come together
to cooperate, raise vegetables
and share the harvest. What a
joy to see from this recent photo
that the Tapestry Garden is still
vibrant and flourishing!

Syracuse Federation of Women's Clubs is having its November Meeting at Barbagallo's
Restaurant E Malloy Rd in East Syracuse on Veterans Day Thursday November 11th at
noon. Registration, social and networking begins at 11:30am. The guest speaker for the
meeting is from "Days for Girls". This is a non profit organization like ourselves that
works to educate girls in good health and hygiene practices during menstruation. They
send supplies to girls who do not have access to such. Local libraries have sewing groups
that make kits to send.
SFWC is also doing a collection for Heifer International. For the last two years we have
been able, through our donations. to send one girl to school for a year. If you are
interested in attending the SFWC Luncheon please call or email Barb Bova for
reservations by Friday, November 5th. SFWC thanks WTB for your continuing help in
collecting Jello for the Salvation Army Christmas Bureau, Bras for Free the Girls and
Calendars for our Veterans. We hope you will join us to learn about "Days for Girls".
RSVP to Barb Bova.

WTB will be collecting jello this year in support of the Syracuse Federation of
Women's Clubs. SFWC is committed to delivering 8000 boxes of jello for the
Salvation Army Christmas Bureau in December. SFWC is also collecting gently
used bras, calendars, and pill bottles (washed with labels removed). These
items can be left in the WTB box at 53 Lyndon Rd, Fayetteville or call Barbara
315 415-2797 for pickup.

WTB Mission Statement
We are an egalitarian community of women coming together to respect and learn more about
each other’s various spiritual beliefs, cultures, and common concerns. It is our intent
to share our experiences with the wider community, to educate and to serve.

Please consider becoming actively involved in WTB this year. Our program year runs
from September to May. We welcome your ideas and skills. Here are three
opportunities to help shape the direction of our organization.
PROGRAM COMMITTEE MEMBER
Program committee plans the monthly programs. We typically have programs once a
month, September through May. Committee members meet monthly to plan out the
meetings. We are looking for new ideas, and your voice would be welcomed!!
PUBLICITY COMMITTEE MEMBER
This committee meets as needed to publicize WTB events. WTB would love to expand
and improve our social media outreach. The pandemic has shown us we will need to
improve our Zoom skills and become more facile with options such as Google Pages.
We hope to improve our publicity this year and would be grateful for your help and any
knowledge you can share.
We really need help with FB, Instagram and technology in general.
SERVICE COMMITTEE MEMBER
When we could not meet in person due to Covid, WTB did more service projects than
usual, collecting items for Rise Above Poverty, Eastern Farm Workers Association,
Interfaith Works of Central New York, We Rise Above the Streets, and St. Lucy’s Food
Pantry. If you would like to help plan our service projects for the coming year, this
committee is for you!
Please contact Barbara Bova (email babova@aol.com; text or call 315-415-2797) if
you’d like more information or to let us know that you are interested in joining a
committee!!

Become a member of Women Transcending
Boundaries!
You need only fill out a 2021 Membership Form to officially join.
A form is available on our website www.wtb.org or you can use the easy

