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Due to the CoronaVirus, all of our events have been postponed or canceled 
until health authorities determine it is safe to gather again.  Please notice 
that the Book Club IS meeting via Zoom.  If you need information on how 
to ZOOM into the meeting, please contact Anne Flaherty  
annebflaherty@gmail.com  or 315-247-9729

All information also available on our website wtb.org DECEMBER   2020
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President’s Corner 

Dear Friends of WTB, 

Thank you to everyone who contributed warm socks, hats/gloves/hand warmers, and 
canned/boxed foods to WTB’s recently concluded Sock and Food Drive. We Rise Above 
the Streets and St. Lucy’s Food Pantry were extremely grateful to receive your much-
needed donations. 

WTB is excited to be part of the Ambassador program of InterFaith Works of CNY this 
December. We will be buying holiday gifts for a New American Family from The 
Congo. WTB will also donate five turkeys to the Eastern Farm Workers Association’s 
holiday basket event.  

Thanksgiving, Chanukah, Christmas, Winter Solstice, Kwanzaa—the late fall and early 
winter are filled with religious and cultural celebrations usually shared with family and 
friends. It’s “The Most Wonderful Time of the Year” for many to quote the holiday song
—filled with childhood memories, anticipated holiday gatherings and quiet services of 
love. 

I hope that your December will be filled with peace and joy this year – and you will be 
able to stay close with family and friends thorough technology, drive-by visits and 
socially distanced experiences. Let’s hold the beauty of family, faith, and community in 
our hearts. 

Happy New Year…may 2021 bring health and peace to our world… 

Barb Bova

President of WTB 



UPCOMING BOOKS and DATES 
  
January 11:  The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See.  Historical Fiction, Korean 
Island 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HAVE YOU JOIN US!! Contact Jennifer Crittenden by 
email  robertscrittenden@verizon.net  to sign up.

City of Veils by Zoe Ferraris 

The crime: one scalding afternoon, the 
mutilated body of a young woman, half 
naked beneath her burqa, is discovered on a 
Saudi beach; soon afterwards a Western 
woman's husband vanishes without trace.The 
place: Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, the City of 
Veils. ... Google Books 

WTB Book Club Changes - new date! new venue! 

WTB Book Club now meets the second Monday of the month, from 7 pm - 9 pm. 
We will be meeting on Zoom for the foreseeable future.

That's right -- Book Club has continued to meet on Zoom! Thanks to Anne Flaherty 
for hosting!  Zoom was new to many of us--but we have had some great "virtual" 

book chats. 

At the Dec. 14th meeting we will be selecting books to add to our upcoming list. 
If you would like to see the list, please contact Jennifer 

robertscrittenden@verizon.net.  

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
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THE REFUGEE SEWING CLASS 

WTB Refugee Sewing (Cottage) Project.  In person sewing classes at 
the Northside Learning Center are unlikely to resume before next 
September. WTB continues to receive donations of fabric and of 
sewing machines, which are restored and gifted to graduates of the 
class. Contact Jennifer robertscrittenden@verizon.net for further 
information. 

mailto:robertscrittenden@verizon.net


Syracuse Federation of Women's Clubs has requested our help in collecting 8000 boxes of 
JELLO for the Salvation Army Holiday food baskets. Each basket gets 2 boxes of jello. The 
boxes need to be collected by Dec 14th; they can be taken to a SFWC meeting on Dec 10th. 
Aldi's has jello for $.36 at box; you can get 48 boxes to feed 24 needy families for $17.28. 
You can also send a check to Candace B. Edwards (Co-President of SFWC), 7233 Van 
Buren Road, Baldwinsville. Checks should be made out to her personally, as Aldi's does not 
take checks. Candace will also pick up if you have a sizable amount (315) 243-1750. (Jello 
can be purchased at any store; any brand!) Places to drop off jello: Betty Lamb's inside front 
porch at 734 Wadsworth St, Syracuse; WTB box at 53 Lyndon Road; Liverpool Chamber 
Office; Candace Edward's home 7233 Van Buren Road, Baldwinsville. If you can help, it 
would be appreciated. 

SFWC is always collecting gently used bras for girls in Africa, clean pill bottles 
with labels removed to be sent to Africa and extra calendars for veterans and other 
groups.They can be dropped off at same places as the jello.  Thanks!



6 Holidays This Holiday Season Besides Christmas 
By Jane Doe 

The day after Thanksgiving, or sometimes even Halloween, your nearest Target will turn into a sea of green 
and red, full of Santa hats, snowflakes and inflatable reindeers, intended to deck the halls, or sit on your deck. 
While a big number of people in the United States do celebrate Christmas, non-Christian holidays are pushed 
to the side and ignored. Do you know what holidays you’re referring to when you wish your loved ones a 
‘Happy Holidays’? Grab a cup of cocoa, cozy up with some blankets and learn about the holidays in December 
other than Christmas. 

Hanukkah 
Hanukkah is a Jewish holiday that’s celebrated for eight days and nights, beginning on the 25th day 
of the Jewish month of Kislev. The Jewish calendar is based on the lunar cycle, so Hanukkah can fall 
anywhere from November 28th to December 26th. “This holiday commemorates the rededication of 

the holy Temple in Jerusalem following the Jewish victory over the Syrian-Greeks in 165 B.C.E.”   
People celebrate Hanukkah by lighting their menorahs, spinning dreidels and eating delicious foods!          

Kwanzaa.  
In the United States, roughly five million people celebrate Kwanzaa each year! Kwanzaa is a seven 
day holiday that celebrates African culture. It begins on December 26th and ends on January 1st. 
On the sixth day of Kwanzaa, there’s a Kwanzaa Karamu, which is a big feast. Gifts of Kuumba 
(creativity) are given to loved ones. Kwanzaa’s also celebrated through lighting the Kinara, 
performing and listening to traditional music and discussing African principles and  history. 

Winter Solstice.   
For Pagans, December means the holiday of Yule is coming! It falls on December 21st, which 
marks the winter solstice; which is the shortest day and longest night of the year. The winter 
solstice celebrates the rebirth of the sun, because days get longer from then on out. 

https://www.hercampus.com/author/jane-doe-2
http://judaism.about.com/od/holidays/a/hanukkah.htm


Las Posadas.   
From December 16th through December 24th, Las Posadas is celebrated by some 
Hispanic families in the United States. It's a nine-day celebration before Christmas, 
beginning with a procession with candles, songs and sometimes even people playing the 
parts of Mary and Joseph who lead the parade. Every night of Las Posadas is celebrated 
with gifts, piñatas, song, parties, tamales and prayer. 

Diwali.    
While this holiday falls a little bit before the rest, Diwali, or the Festival of Lights, is 
a five-day long Hindu holiday celebrating life and the victory of good over evil. 
Taking place in October or November, each day of Diwali has a different legend it 
celebrates, but the holiday is filled with fireworks, feasts and family. The date of 
Diwali is determined based on the Hindu lunisolar calendar. 

Chinese New Year.   
The Chinese New Year is celebrated for 15 days, beginning on the first day of the 
lunar new year. The 15th day of the new year is the Lantern Festival, which is 
celebrated at night with a parade. The Chinese New Year marks the end of winter 
and the beginning of Spring and is a time to be spent with family and loved ones, 

eating and enjoying time together. So this holiday season, think outside of the Christmas box and 
appreciate all of the great holidays celebrated during the most wonderful time of the year! Happy 
Holidays! 

http://gomexico.about.com/od/glossary/p/pinata.htm


“A seed neither fears light nor darkness, but uses both to grow.” 

Photos by Joy Pople



Help celebrate the 50th Anniversary with 10 weeks  
of sharing, shopping, & crafts from November 20-January 31  
and a SPECIAL 50th Anniversary Celebratory Weekend  
of online performances & live-streaming events on Dec. 5-6! 
Central New York's premier multicultural craftsfair, Plowshares celebrates a world where 
people enjoy their work and have control over it. With 50 participating regional craftspeople 
and community groups, it is a marketplace of ideas and beautifully diverse, handmade items.  
In addition to browsing and shopping from crafters and organizations, there will also be 
virtual versions of other familiar features of Plowshares:  

• The SPC Marketplace through which to buy books, calendars, buttons, magnets, T-
shirts, and more    

• An online Silent Auction where you can bid on a great selection of gift certificates for 
local restaurants and businesses    

• Live-streamed entertainment and music AND     
• Opportunities to talk with crafters, SPC organizers, and community members via 

Zoom



WTB is excited to participate in InterFaith Works' Ambassador program this 
December. We will be buying and wrapping holiday gifts for a refugee family from 
The Congo. If you would like to be involved in selecting presents for WTB's family, 
please contact Barb (babova@aol.com 315-415-2797).  

Any person or group interested in sponsoring another refugee family can contact 
Daryl at IFW dfiles@InterfaithWorksCNY.org. Wrapped gifts are due by Dec. 17th.
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