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“Journey to the Tent of Abraham: The Second Step” is a project ofWomen Transcending Boundaries in collaboration
with the Matilda Joslyn Gage Center • Hendricks Chapel • Islamic Society of Central New York
Alibrandi Catholic Center • Winnick Hillel Center for Jewish Life • Temple Society of Concord
Grace Episcopal Church • University United Methodist Church
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University United Methodist Church
1085 East Genesee Street

Women Transcending Boundaries co‐founder
Danya Wellmon explained the background and
vision for the Journey to the Tent of Abraham.
Pastor Craig French welcomed everyone to the
University United Methodist Church and
noted with appreciation the diversity of the
group sitting before him.

Photos: Howard Port & Rosalie Spitzer

University United Methodist Church
Rev. French described the heritage of the
Methodist Church, which began in England
with the teachings of John Wesley, focusing on
the way God moves in
in, with
with, and through each
person. He encouraged everyone to think of
the afternoon’s walk not as a tour but a
pilgrimage, “feet‐on‐the‐ground spirituality,”
an opportunity to experience God on the
inside, through the eyes and spirit.
Photo: Rosalie Spitzer

University United Methodist Church
When the sanctuary was destroyed by fire in
1914, the nearby Temple Society of Concord (a
Jewish synagogue, the third stop on the journey)
invited the Methodists to worship there.
The best part of the Journey to the Tent of
Abraham:
• “The stained glass windows in the Methodist
church”
• “The wonderful faith sharing”
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer
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Grace Episcopal Church
819 Madison Street

Rev. Johanna Marcure welcomed participants to
Grace Episcopal Church, which is on the National
Registry of Historic Places. In the 1950s, even
g
, segregation
g g
after schools were integrated,
continued in the churches. However, when a
nearby black Episcopal church closed in 1957,
Father Welch of Grace Church invited its
parishioners to attend Grace Church, which then
became the most fully integrated church in the
northeastern United States.
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Grace Episcopal Church
Ernestine Patterson gave an overview of the
Episcopal Church in the US, which after the
Revolutionary War became independent from
the Church of England.
England Grace Church has
embraced the ordination of women and the
full inclusion of gays and lesbians.
Rosa Clark described the congregation’s
history of activism in social justice causes.
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Grace Episcopal Church
The best part of the Journey to the Tent of
Abraham:
• “The historic explanations of different groups”
• “The
“ h overallll spirit
i i off welcome
l
that
h each
h
religious leader presented to all”
• “The diversity and understanding”

Photos: Rosalie Spitzer
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Temple Concord
910 Madison Street

Rabbi Daniel Fellman said that Temple
Concord was founded in 1839 by a group of
German Jews. The current building was built
in 1911
1911.
The original services in German, Hebrew, and
English have evolved into the Hebrew and
English of today.

Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Temple Concord
Rabbi Fellman opened the Holy Ark and
removed one of the Torah scrolls: a “Holocaust
Torah” from Czechoslovakia. The Torah, the
first Five Books of Moses,
Moses is written on a scroll
made of parchment.
He read from the Torah in Hebrew, then
translated into English.

Photo: Howard Port

Temple Concord
Plaques on the wall show the names of
deceased loved ones; an orange light next to
each name is lit on the anniversary of that
person’s death.
The best part of the Journey to the Tent of
Abraham:
• “Seeing the Torah”
• “Reading of the Torah”
• “The unity and respect for all faith traditions”
Photo: Howard Port
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Winnick Hillel Center for Jewish Life
102 Walnut Place

The Winnick Hillel Center provides
opportunities for the approximately 3000
Jewish students at Syracuse University to
connect with each other and to engage in
Jewish life and culture through religious,
social, and cultural activities.

Photo: Rosalie Spitzer

Winnick Hillel Center for Jewish Life
Center Director Brian Small described
programs including Passover seders, Shabbat
dinners and services, dances, Purim
celebrations Holocaust commemorations,
celebrations,
commemorations and
interfaith programming.
A highlight of the visit was a performance by
the a cappella student singers “Oy Cappella.”

Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Winnick Hillel Center for Jewish Life
The best part of the Journey to the Tent of
Abraham:
•“The Jewish student center because they sang
awesome songs
songs”
•“Enthusiasm of temple & Jewish student
center”
•“Being able to learn about different faiths”

Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

4

Journey to the Tent of Abraham 2013

7/31/2013

Alibrandi Catholic Center
110 Walnut Place

The St. Thomas More Campus Ministry at the
Alibrandi Center is an activities home and
worship center for Catholic students at
Syracuse University and the SUNY College of
Environmental Sciences and Forestry.

Alibrandi Catholic Center
Maggie Byrnes, campus minister, and Ronnie
Liou, a student from Shanghai, China,
described the Catholic Mass and
demonstrated the sequence of kneeling,
kneeling
sitting, standing, and walking.
It was a light‐hearted introduction to a serious
presentation about the meaning of the Mass.

Photo: Retty Lamb

Alibrandi Catholic Center
The importance of the teachings in the
scriptures was emphasized, including seeing
God in themselves and each other, through the
Holy Spirit.
Spirit
The best part of the Journey to the Tent of
Abraham:
• “The gathering and sharing of traditions”
• “Meeting new people”
Photo: Rosalie Spitzer
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Islamic Society of Central New York
925 Comstock Avenue

Prayers are offered at the mosque five times a
day. The weekly worship service, called
Jummah, is held on Friday afternoons from
1:00 to 2:00.
2:00 Sermons are given by the imam.
imam
After the tour, people were invited to a
comfortable meeting room downstairs for an
informal discussion.

Photo: Rosalie Spitzer and Betty Lamb

Islamic Society of Central New York
Magda Bayoumi, and her husband,
Mohammed Khater, and other Muslims
offered a warm welcome to the mosque.
Mohammed is the president of the Islamic
Society of Central New York, and Magda is a
member of the shura (governing board).
Mohammad led a lively discussion about
Islam, including its relationship with Judaism
and Christianity.
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Islamic Society of Central New York

Photo: Rosalie Spitzer

The best part of the Journey to the Tent of
Abraham:
• “All was great, but I gleaned the most from the
Islamic society.”
• “For
For me,
me the Islamic mosque was most
interesting because I had never been in one
before.”
• “Hearing about the Muslims – Islamic Temple.
They want us to help defend their peaceful
beliefs.”
• “The discussion was timely and should be
continued.”
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Pagan Gathering
Outside Hendricks Chapel

Mary Hudson, the Pagan chaplain of
Hendricks Chapel, welcomed everyone to a
site on the campus quad outside Hendricks
Chapel, where Pagan students on campus
routinely have their sacred ceremonies.
The term pagan religions includes a wide
array of earth‐centered faith systems and
practices that are based on ancient cultural
and spiritual traditions.
Photo: Rosalie Spitzer

Pagan Gathering
Celebrants from five traditions were
positioned at the cardinal points (east, south,
west, north) and in the center. Each in turn
demonstrated the “call” representing that
position.
Following the ceremonies people were invited
to visit the five altars, ask questions of
celebrants, and inspect the ritual tools on
display.
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Pagan Gathering
The best part of the Journey to the Tent of
Abraham:
• “I was glad to interact with those of other
faiths and answer questions about our path
path.”
• “The Pagan Event. Such a beautiful message”
• “A chance to meet people of different beliefs”

Photo: Rosalie Spitzer
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Hendricks Chapel
Syracuse University

Dr. Tiffany Steinwert, dean of Hendricks Chapel,
welcomed everyone to the chapel, which was originally
designed for Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish students
and faculty and is now home to many more religious
traditions,, faiths,, and non‐faiths.
Women Transcending Boundaries President Jennifer
Roberts Crittenden described the organization’s
commitment to respect, and learning more about each
other’s spiritual beliefs, cultures, and common
concerns, and then sharing their experiences with the
wider community.
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Hendricks Chapel
Dr. Sally Roesch Wagner, executive director of the
Matilda Joselyn Gage Foundation, told
stimulating stories of courage and change in the
y
, includingg the role of women
historyy of Syracuse,
in the anti‐slavery and abolitionist movements
and interactions with the Onondaga Nation.
Dr. Pamela L. Poulin led everyone in singing “Let
There Be Peace on Earth, and Let It Begin with
Me.”
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Hendricks Chapel
The best part of the Journey to the Tent of
Abraham:
• “Dean Steinwert’s speech with child” / “Dean
Steinwert the mother
mother”
• “Sally Wagner was fascinating.”
• “Jerry Rescue story – wonderful. I’m proud of
the good citizens of Syracuse.”
• “The blessings at the end”
Photo: Rosalie Spitzer
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Hendricks Chapel
Final blessings were offered by members of two
traditions not visited that day:
• a Sikh blessing, recited by Dilraj Singh Sekhon
• a Native
i American
i
bl
blessing,
i recited
i db
by Joseph
h
Campbell
People remained for conversation over a
delectable array of ethnic foods at the entrance
to the chapel, catered by Tunura Barbour.
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

A Joint Journey
Special appreciation for:
• “The community walking and talking together
through the day”
• “The
The walking
walking, the weather,
weather the instruction,
instruction the
questions, the openness and acceptance of
differences”
• “It was fun to walk with people from different
beliefs but moving in the same direction.”
Photos: Howard Port & Rosalie Spitzer

Memorable Sights

Survey Results
106 surveys were turned in.
Percentage of people who had never visited:









A Pagan worship site – 84%
A Jewish student center – 73%
An Islamic mosque – 64%
A Jewish temple or synagogue – 39%
A Methodist church – 30%
An interdenominational chapel – 29%
An Episcopal church – 29%
A Catholic chapel or student center – 26%

Nobody had visited each type of place of worship; 11 had
never visited any of them. An estimated 250 people joined
in some or all of the day’s events.
Photos: Rosalie Spitzer

Photo: Rosalie Spitzer
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Recommendations
• “At each site begin with a statement of beliefs or have
handouts available with key points about each faith.”
• “Allow more time at each site (for questions and
answers) and reduce the sides visited in one day.”
• “Coffee at 3 PM” / “Bathroom break”
• “Make the day shorter.”
• “Encourage young people to participate.”
People also expressed interest in visiting Buddhist, Hindu,
Shinto ,and Sikh places of worship and Eastern Orthodox,
Quaker, Unitarian, and predominantly black churches.

Women Transcending Boundaries is an egalitarian
community of women from many faith and cultural
traditions. Through programs, events, and social
interactions, we seek to nurture mutual respect and
understanding
g byy sharing
g information
f
about our
diverse beliefs, customs, and practices and by working
together to address our common concerns in this post‐
9/11 world. Our further intent is to share our personal
and collective experiences with the wider community,
to educate, and to serve.
www.wtb.org
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e SIGNS ARE POSTED IDENTIFYING EACH STOP ALONG THE PATH
e Ongoing Informational Program at each site
e Street Parking, Water and Restrooms available at each site
1. UNIVERSITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (open 1:00-2:30)
1085 East Genesee St.
2. GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH (open 2:00-3:00)—819 Madison St.
3. TEMPLE SOCIETY OF CONCORD (open 2:00-3:00)—910 Madison St.
4. WINNICK HILLEL CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE (open 2:15-3:15)
102 Walnut Place
5. ALIBRANDI CATHOLIC CENTER (open 2:15-3:15)—110 Walnut Place
6. ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF CENTRAL NEW YORK (open 2:45-3:45)
925 Comstock Avenue
7. HENDRICKS CHAPEL (open 3:30-5:00)
Syracuse University Quad (main campus)
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WHY THE TENT OF ABRAHAM?
The Tent of Abraham has its roots in the story related in the Book of Genesis (chapter 18)
and also in the Qu’ran (Surah 11). Abraham sees three strangers on the horizon. Although
strangers in the ancient world are regarded as potentially very dangerous, Abraham does
not hesitate to offer hospitality. He runs out to greet the strangers, invites them into his tent,
and offers them a roasted calf. During the conversation that follows, Abraham and Sarah
are promised a son, and it becomes apparent that the “strangers” are in fact messengers
from Allah or God.
Both the Qu’ran and Genesis tell us that “[Abraham’s] act of practical compassion led directly
to a divine encounter… . [The story] expresses a religious truth found in all the major
traditions: it is compassion, not righteousness and doctrinal certainty, that leads us into
the presence of what monotheists call God but
others have termed Nirvana, Brahman,
or the Tao.” (from the Forward
to The Tent of Abraham –
Stories of Hope and Peace
for Jews, Christians and
Muslims by Joan Chittister,
OSB; Murshid Saadi Shakur
Chishti; and Rabbi Arthur
Waskow)
“From this moment stems
the teaching that the tent was
open in all four directions, to
welcome passersby from all the world.”
(Tent of Abraham, p. 32)
“In an America more religiously diverse than in the past, more expressive of the Infinite faces
of the Holy One, all our religious traditions cry out for peaceful solutions to the problems that
we face, whether as individuals or communities or as a society.” (from the home page of
www.tentofabraham.org)
“This fall, the sacred seasons of many of our communities overlap into a shared season of
sacred self-assessment and self-transformation. These include Ramadan [Islam]; the High
Holy Days and Sukkot [Judaism]; Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday [Hinduism]; the Feast Day of
Francis of Assisi [Catholicism]; Worldwide Communion Sunday [Protestantism];
Pavarana/Sangha Day [Buddhism]; the birthday of the Bab [Baha’i]…”
(www.tentofabraham.org)
What better time to celebrate together and work together for peaceful solutions to the
problems we face!!

