WTB Monthly Minutes – Sunday, March 11, 2018 at Jowonio School
Chairs were arranged in rows facing a TV screen in preparation for Sue Savion’s presentation on Indigenous People of Alaska: their art, culture, dance and games. As we arrived, we chatted over refreshments and tea.

At 3:20 pm, President Sue Savion welcomed everyone and began the meeting by sharing a lovely Alaskan prayer. Bunny Hannum read our WTB Mission Statement. A short business meeting preceded the program and covered the following:

· WTB members should read the feature article written by SU student April Rink highlighting WTB and our mission. If there are aspects of her article that need to be changed, please let Sue know so April can address these. Sue will email the article to us again.

· WTB had a copy of the Golden Rule banner professionally framed for InterFaith Works to display, representing WTB on the Council of Faith Leaders. This item cannot be included in the display case as we are not a faith based group. Sue will meet with IFW to determine a display location.

· Our upcoming March 19th Oasis one-session class about WTB is full and has a waiting list!  Several women suggested offering a similar class again in the fall as interest seems high.

· WTB Sycamore Hills Garden tour will be May 20, 2018 from 1-5 pm. Tickets are available at the meeting today, as are flyers we want members to distribute. We desperately need a volunteer to be responsible for keeping track of the tickets as Patti is not able to be ticket person this year. Sue announced that garden owner Karen Hanford is planning on consolidating the dates Sycamore Gardens holds open tour events next year; this means WTB will be sharing a date with other organizations.

In 2012 Sue Savion was privileged to tour Alaska with a Unitarian Universalist group; her group stayed in UU member’s houses as they traveled to several Alaskan towns, sites and museums.  The trip afforded her an opportunity to learn more about the tribes inhabiting Alaska and their way of life. Approximately 110,000 Native Americans currently live in Alaska. While there are many unique tribes, they are placed in 11 different groups based on language similarities. These have then been grouped into 5 cultural categories based on geographical proximity and cultural similarities. All are recognized by the U.S. government and retain some of their sovereign rights. Sue showed a map of Alaska illustrating the location of different indigenous groups. 

We were in for a treat, because Sue captured much of her trip in video and slides. She compiled these into one video “Alaska U.U. style;” watching large portions of this video allowed us to see many of the demonstrations of native culture and traditions that Sue’s group saw as they traveled. We saw how the “fish wheel” works to catch salmon; how salmon is dried and smoked; clothing made of expertly sewn furs. We learned how different kinds of trees are used: spruce for cabins with sod roofs, naturally water repellent birch for canoes, baskets, baby carriers, “punk” carriers that allow hunters to carry embers with them so they can easily restart a fire. We saw flora and fauna—flowers, caribou, moose, martens—and heard about the giant mosquitos. We saw clips of traditional Native American games like scissors jump, seal hop, one arm reach, Alaskan high kick and swing kick. We saw a performance of traditional dancing with dancers clad in clothes decorated in sea shells and ermine trim. Sue recorded examples of art such as totem poles and masks; we could appreciate in some small way the beauty of the mountains and glaciers Sue captured on film. We were able to see some of the many attractions in Sitka, Alaska and go on a vicarious glass bottomed boat ride and a glacier cruise. Alaska’s capital, Juneau, can only be reached by air or boat—and has a population much smaller than Syracuse!

The last portion of the presentation was informative and relaxed.  Sue answered lively questions about Alaskan Indigenous culture and her trip in general.  Like Native American people in our local area, Indigenous peoples of Alaska tend to have matrilineal societies, celebrate similar feasts and rituals, and place the highest value on sustainability. Several women shared their experiences with Native American cultures in Alaska and elsewhere.

Many lingered after the meeting adjourned, continuing conversations, sharing stories, and enjoying last of the snacks!

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Bova

